Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.045; wR factor = 0.093; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.4.
In the title compound, C 24 H 16 Cl 2 N 2 O 3 , the three benzene rings are twisted with respect to the central pyrazole ring, making dihedral angles of 71.56 (9) (4-chlorobenzoyloxy), 57.55 (8) (4-chlorobenzoyl) and 39.33 (1) (phenyl).
Related literature
For the antibacterial and biological activity of 5-acyloxypyrazoles, see Bai et al. (2002); Varma (1999) .
Experimental
Crystal data 4-(4-Chlorobenzoyl)-3-methyl-1-phenyl-1H-pyrazol-5-yl 4-chlorobenzoate X.-X. Li and Z. Chen Comment 5-Acyloxypyrazoles have received considerable attention due to their high antibacterial and biological activities (Bai et al., 2002 , Varma, 1999 . As part of our ongoing search for biologically active molecules, the title compound was synthesized and characterized by X-ray diffraction (Fig. 1) . 
1.74 g of 1-phenyl-3-methyl-5-pyrazolone was dissolved in 10 ml dioxane by heating to 80 °C, and 1.5 g of calcium hydroxide was added, then 2 ml of 4-chlorobenzoylchloride was added dropwise within 20 min. After refluxing for 2 h, the reaction mixture was poured into 30 ml diluted hydrochloric acid (3 N). A cream colored powder was obtained by filtration, and used for recrystallization from ethanol to give colorless needle crystals.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in calculated positions, with the carrier atom-H distances = 0.96 Å for the methyl and 0.93 Å for aryl, and refined as riding, with the U iso (H) = 1.5Ueq(C) for methyl groups and 1.2Ueq(C) for aryl groups. 
